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Property owners w111 be

getting :some slightly ‘better
“news. -when' their tax bills

arrlve 1n the ‘mail at.the end

o of the week.
m Newport . The 2008

. tax rate has -
"been 1owered by 46" cents by
l__f‘the-.\, ;
,'Departm_ent of
. Administration, Initially the
‘tax rate was prOJected to be

New Hampshlre

Revenue

$24.41 per $1,000:of valua:

“tion.. Th ’.new rate W111 be
$28.95. co

In lowenng “the rate; the
state ‘made two

per
‘increaseis now $2.04.

‘revenue
changes-. “The ‘fund "balance

 Proj jected

? Frankhn responds to county tax issue

‘was. increased .as Was state

catastrophic aid = to the
Newport:. School ‘District,
according to Newport finance
director:Paul Brown. =
‘Brownssaid:tax bills w111 be

“going out ‘in -the mail on

Friday and will be due on
Wednesday, Dec. 10. -
“When the ‘projected tax

- rate'was first announced, the

increase was; pegged at $2 50
$1, 000. The official

The ‘breakdown has the

"town. rate ‘at $8.72, down 14
~cents over ‘the’ 1n1t1al ‘projec-

tion; ‘state :school tax, $2.14,

down. 2. .cents; - county ‘tax,
i$2 57 up 55.cents; and school

See ‘RATE -'Page A8
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tax, $10.52, up :$1:65. The
savings will‘lower the overall
tax-on propelty assessed at
$200 000 by $920

“The ‘board "also dressed
roblems ‘being
v+ "Sullivan

experlenced'

‘incredible; it
" makes no sense,” said ‘board
member Gary Nichols. “It’s
takmg ‘money: from people in
need.” He'suggested the coun-
ty needs a highly‘trained-in-
Thouse pers'.o to- oversee 1ts

'fmances S
“Peter - ran o ’D4
Newport, chairman - of the
county - 'delegation, ' said

monéy has been included-in
the new county budget to hire
such -a person: “It’s “been
advertised,” he sa1d of the
position. -

“We have three comm1s~

sioners and an administrator.
SOmethings ‘not right at the
top,” -said’ board membe1
Betty Maiola. -+ -

Beverly Rodeschm a‘mem-
beér ‘of ‘boththe select board
and "' :county °* ‘delegation,
expressed -concerns -about
future ‘spending 'at ‘the local
level “What happens when
we ‘go ‘to town -and 'school
meetings - mnext' year?” ‘she
asked. “We've got “to find ra
solutmn to this deficit. ‘

“Franklin-was critical of‘the
timing ~of an™initidl press
release concerningthe deficit
by Jeff'Goff, a member-of the
Claremont City Council. “Goff

made it very clear ‘this was.

for © ‘political
Franklin said.
Franklin said the sugges-
tion " of -communities ‘with-
holding -tax ‘payments to the

reasons,”

Genesis to

county was a “terrible idea.”
It-was the hook to get every-
one’s attention, he added.
~‘Both Nichols and Virginia
Irwin; select board chairman,
said the town had no inten-
tionof delaying its tax pay-
ment to the county.

“Taxes in the past have-all
been collected lawfully and I
expect they will be this-year.
Don’t threaten to break the
law, I think that is very fool-
hardy,” Franklin said.

“This.is all a political -ges-
ture by Mr. Goff, like previous
gestures,” Franklin said. “It’s
much to do about nothing.

He also said retaining
operate the
Sullivan - ‘County Nursing
Home in the past was unsuc-
cessful. “They cost us a lot of
money and gave us" Very little
in return,”he stated.




